
Prologue

Beyond the footsteps of the greatest explorers and
up past the reach of the trustiest maps there lies a
kingdom called Erkenwald.

Here, the sun still shines at midnight in the
summer, glinting off the icebergs in the north and
slipping between the snow-capped Never Cliffs in
the west. But it does not rise at all in the long, cold
winters. Then, the nights bleed on and on and the
darkness is so thick you cannot see your hands in
front of your face.

This far north, even the stars do not behave as you
might expect. And that is probably just as well
because without Ursa Minor breaking a few rules we
would not have a story at all…

The Little Bear, some call this constellation, but if
astronomers knew the truth – if they could see into
the heart of things and out the other side – perhaps
they would have used a different name. For these
seven stars are in fact Sky Gods, mighty giants
carved from stardust, and the brightest of them all,
the North Star, was the one who first breathed life
into Erkenwald.

Such was his power that he only needed to blow the
legendary Frost Horn once and the empty stretches
of ice many miles below began to change.
Mountains, forest and glaciers appeared. Then
animals arrived: polar bears to roam the tundra,
whales to glide through the oceans and wolves to
stalk between the trees. Finally, the music of the
Frost Horn conjured people: men and women of
different shapes, sizes and colours scattered
throughout the land.



1. What is the kingdom called?

2. Where in the world does the kingdom lie?

3. What is Ursa Minor?

4. What is a constellation?

5. What are the stars of Little Bear?

6. What did the music of the Frost Horn do?

7. Define conjured.
Use a synonym to replace the word ‘conjured’ in the 
text on the previous page. 


